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Youth Employment and Training Program 
 

The Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) Youth Employment and 
Training Program serves individuals ages14 through 24 who face barriers to 
employment.  
 

The youth program helps prepare youth for employment and/or post-secondary 
education through academic and occupational learning. This program is  
not an entitlement program and funds are limited. Selection for enrollment takes many 
factors into consideration including: the determination of “most in need” and the 
potential to succeed in the program.  
 

Even though you may meet eligibility requirements, you may not be selected to 
participate.  
 

Participants in the youth program will be involved in a variety of beneficial activities. 
Job Service North Dakota offers services to youth willing to make a commitment to the 
program. Ongoing communication between youth and case managers is essential for 
continued participation and success. 
 

What type of youth activities are available? 
 

Improving Educational Achievement 
• Work with a tutor to help improve your grades. 
• Learn effective study habits and time management skills. 
• Learn about alternative schools, Job Corps, and Apprenticeship programs. 
• Obtain training through a college or employer. 
 
Preparing for and Succeeding in Employment 
• Participate in summer employment opportunities. 
• Gain work experience. 
• Connect what you learn in school with an actual job. 
• Explore different careers and industries and review 

 the skills needed in the specific career fields. 
• Participate in job shadowing. 
• Take a class specific to a job that interests you.  
 

Supporting Youth 
• Connect with an adult mentor. 
• Receive support services. 
• Talk to a counselor. 
• Receive follow-up services. 
 

Developing Citizenship and Leadership Skills 
• Become involved in area leadership opportunities. 
• Learn skills to help you get a job, budget money, and file income tax returns. 
• Explore community resources. 
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 Additional Services and Activities 
• Financial Literacy 
• Entrepreneurial skills training 
• Services that provide labor market and employment information 
• Activities that help youth transition to postsecondary education and training 
• Education offered concurrently with workforce preparation activities and training. 
 
 
 

What do I need to do if I am selected for the youth program? 
 
Meet with Your Youth Case Manager 
A Job Service Youth case manager will review your skills, interests, abilities, and 
challenges to determine the activities that will be most beneficial. This in-person review 
is comprehensive and may take more than one visit to complete. You may also be 
required to take tests. It’s important that you be on time for any activities that require 
an appointment. Call and reschedule if you are unable to keep an appointment. 
 
Set Goals 
If your review shows that you need improvement in basic math or reading skills, your 
goal for the next year will revolve around gaining those basic skills. You may need to 
brush up on your math or reading skills, or get a high school equivalency diploma 
called a GED. Job Service can help you arrange for these activities at one of the Adult 
Learning Centers throughout the state. 
 
If your basic skills are sufficient, your goal might be to improve your job skills to help 
ensure you are ready for work. Youth program activities will relate to your goals and 
provide direction for goal achievement.  
 
Participate in Work Readiness Activities 
Work readiness includes specific work-related skills that 
young people need in order to be successful as entry-
level workers in any business or industry.  
 

Work readiness activities may include the following: 
 
• Learning which resources to use when looking for 

work. 
• Learning how to complete a job application. 
• Practicing job interview skills. 
• Learning job skills such as listening, being 

accountable, showing respect, and getting along 
with co-workers. 

• Learning useful skills, such as budgeting, filing income 
tax, understanding a paycheck, and accessing community resources. 
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Work readiness training may take place at high schools, Adult Learning Centers, 
vocational centers, alternative high schools, and at Job Service. 
 
You will communicate with your Job Service case manager throughout your 
participation in the Youth Program. The case manager will track your activities and 
progress and provide assistance along the way.  
 

 
 
Will I gain work experience by actually working a job?  
 
Work experience is not guaranteed, but you may gain experience by actually working a 
job. The Job Service case manager will try to find a work experience that helps you 
meet your goals.  
 

Work Experience 
 

Work Experience is a short-term job or internship with a public, non-profit, or private, 
for-profit business that includes academic and occupational education. The experience 
provides opportunities to explore careers, develop skills, and improve work readiness 
skills. It should relate to your career goals, abilities, and interests. The Work 
Experience will provide an introduction to the working world and its requirements.  
 
Work Experience may occur any time throughout the year and you will be paid at least 
minimum wage. Even though you will receive your wages from Job Service, you must 
follow the same rules as regular employees at the work site. You will not be paid for 
any time over 25 hours per week.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer Employment Opportunities 
 
Summer Employment Opportunities are work opportunities that take place in the 
summer months and connect what you learn in school to the world of work. 
 
You may participate in classroom activities and workshops to help you write résumés, 
complete job applications, and learn to budget money. The activities you participate in 
may vary depending upon where you live, but the activities should relate to your future 
career interests.  
 
You may be paid for the time you spend at classes or workshops and may be limited 
to a total of eight hours per day. You will not be paid for any time over 25 hours 
per week. 
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What are Support Services? 
 
Let Job Service know if financial or personal issues are preventing you from 
participating in the WIOA Youth Program. You may be able to receive assistance with 
Support Services while you participate in the program if you have been unable to 
obtain assistance through other programs.  
 
Support Services include: transportation, medical 
assistance, clothing necessary for participation in the 
program, and emergency support. Temporary shelter 
may be an option for participants in approved WIOA 
training programs. 
 
Job Service must approve the items or services 
requested before you obtain them. We may be able to assist you with support 
services or help you find other sources of assistance. Payment is made directly to the 
service provider whenever possible. 
 

Will I be involved in any other program activities? 
 
You may participate in one or more program activities explained below.   

 
Leadership Development 
Leadership Development opportunities encourage responsibility and prepare you  
to obtain and keep employment through some of these activities. You may learn  
about educational opportunities at various colleges. Training in decision-making 
includes determining priorities and citizenship training, including life skills training  
such as parenting, work behavior training, and budgeting of resources may occur.  
You may also receive teamwork training. All of these leadership skills help in future 
employment situations.  

 
Tutoring for Secondary School Completion and Alternative School 
Employment opportunities increase when you have earned a high school diploma or 
GED. The primary goal of the WIOA Youth Program is the completion of high school or 
alternative education. Additional education may be available for you once you have a 
high school diploma or GED. Higher wages and career opportunities are linked to 
education completion. 

 
Counseling 
Comprehensive guidance and counseling, including drug and alcohol abuse 
counseling, are available in the WIOA Youth Program. Based on your specific needs, 
Job Service may refer you to personal counseling.   
 
Career counseling helps you set goals, make decisions, and plan a course of action 
based on your needs, interests, and abilities. Counseling may also help you achieve 
your personal, social, educational, and occupational goals.  
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 Occupational Skills Training 
The WIOA Youth Program may pay for occupational skills training. All or a part of 
tuition, books, and fees may be covered when a program can be finished in three 
years or less. If you are interested in applying for WIOA funding, you must also apply 
for a PELL Grant. Discuss your classroom training plans with your Job Service Youth 
case manager.  You must have approval from Job Service and make sure that 
everything is complete before you begin a training program.  
 

On-the-Job Training (OJT) 
On-the-Job Training may be another option to help you learn new skills without 
attending college. An employer will hire and train you for full-time, permanent work. 
You begin earning wages the first day.  
 

Registered Apprenticeship 
Apprenticeship programs, overseen by the US Office Apprenticeship, helps you learn 
by combining hands-on-training and classroom instruction. Apprenticeship training can 
last from a few months to four or more years and covers over 1000 occupations. 
 

Adult Mentoring 
Connecting with an adult mentor is an effective way to help you address barriers to 
employment such as drug abuse, past juvenile offenses, teenage pregnancy or 
parenting, poor math and reading skills, lack of a high school diploma, unemployment, 
poverty, or being a runaway.  
 

Having an adult mentor (role model and trusted advisor) on a long-term basis can help 
you learn the importance of education and steady employment. Your mentor will also 
help you fit in and succeed in a job. The adult mentoring plan is designed to last for 12 
months and may take place during and after program participation. An ideal mentoring 
relationship lasts 12 months or longer with one mentor. This consistency allows you to 
build and maintain a trusting relationship with the mentor.   
 

Will you contact me after I am no longer involved in the program? 

Part of your commitment to the WIOA Youth Program must be your willingness to 
continue communicating with your Job Service Youth case manager for a period of  
12 months after your enrollment ends.  
 
During that 12 months Job Service may still be able to do these things for you: 
• Provide support service payments or leadership development opportunities. 
• Help you keep your current job or prepare for other career opportunities. 
• Help you get a better job or further your education. 
• Help you address work-related issues that may arise. 
• Give you access to local labor market information for better career planning. 
 
It is important that you keep Job Service informed of your current address and 
phone numbers. It is also important that you provide the contact information of 
family and friends. Job Service will mail your  W-2 income tax forms, pay checks and 
other information to the address you provide.  
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Job Service North Dakota is an equal opportunity employer/program provider. 
Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 

In compliance with the Stevens Amendment, Job Service North Dakota states that the Federal government has provided                                         
Title I and III  monies to support to provide work experience and training opportunities for WIOA eligible individuals.  

WORKFORCE PROGRAMS 
JSND-5058 (R.7.2019) 

Job Service North Dakota Offices 

Bismarck-Mandan 
1601 E Century Ave 
Bismarck ND 58503 
Ph: 701-328-5000 
infojsbis@nd.gov 
 
Devils Lake 
301 College Dr S 
Devils Lake ND 58301 
Ph: 701-662-9300 
infojsdl@nd.gov 
 
Dickinson 
66 Osborn Dr 
Dickinson ND 58601 
Ph: 701-227-3100 
infojsdk@nd.gov 
 
 
 

Fargo 
1350 32nd St S 
Fargo ND 58103 
Ph: 701-239-7300 
infojsfg@nd.gov 
 
Grand Forks 
1501 28th Ave S 
Grand Forks ND 58201 
Ph: 701-795-3700 
infojsgf@nd.gov 
 
Jamestown 
1307 12th Ave NE, Suite 3 
Jamestown ND 58401 
Ph: 701-253-6200 
infojsjm@nd.gov 
 
 

Minot 
3416 N Broadway 
Minot ND 58703 
Ph: 701-856-7500 
infojsmn@nd.gov 
 
Wahpeton 
524 2nd Ave N 
Wahpeton ND 58075 
Ph: 701-671-1550 
infojswp@nd.gov 
 
Williston 
422 1st Ave W 
Williston ND 58801 
Ph: 701-774-7900 
infojswl@nd.gov 
 
TTY Relay ND 
800-366-6888 
7-1-1 
 


